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On 6 November guests from Denmark 

came to ShchekinoAzot, they repre-

sented the company Haldor Topsoe, the 

world leader in catalyst production 
The purpose of the visit was a joint 

project. It was made a decision dur-
ing the meeting to deal together in 
charity questions throughout our re-
gion. 

Haldor Topsoe is both the name of 
a company, and the name of its 
founder. Being an outstanding scien-
tists, Topsoe created a unique family 
business, based on scientific research 
and developments and which is now 
the world leader in industrial cataly-
sis. Catalytic processes, provided 
with the products made by Haldor 
Topsoe forms the basis of 90% of the 
world chemical production. Simply 
defined, catalysis is able to speed up 
or slow down chemical reactions. For 
instance, an ammonia plant with ca-
talysis can manufacture 1000 TPD of 
ammonia. The same process without 
catalysis can last for millions days! 

Advantages of the partnership 
with Haldor Topsoe were evaluated 
by ShchekinoAzot 6 years ago. For 
now the enterprise have successfully 
run methanol and hydrogen units de-
signed and built on the basis of tech-
nologies, equipment and catalysts by 
Haldor Topsoe. This year a new joint 
project began being realized, i.e. 
building of  

 

Henrik Topsoe, the 
Board Chairman 
of the company 
Haldor Topsoe 
 

 
 
My father visited 
ShchekinoAzot 
many times and 
always admired 
with the results, 
achieved by Boris 
Sokol in the time, 
so difficult for Rus-
sia and during 
such a short peri-
od. I am here for 
the first time and 
was cut to the 
heart by this high 
world level of 
manufacture. We 
are proud to be 
the part of this his-
tory.    

 
Henrik Topsoe, Ekaterina Tolstaya and Boris Sokol opened a memorial plate in honor of the out-

standing scientist, businessman and patron Haldor Topsoe in Yansaya Polyana 

 
- Year when 
ShchekinoAzot and 
Haldor Topsoe began 
their partnership. 
 

 
- Year when the 
new unit will start up 
production. The unit 
will be built in 2014 in 
ShchekinoAzot ac-
cording to the Haldor 
Topsoe technology. 

 

- Tones of metha-
nol and 415 tons of 
ammonia per day will 
amount the capacity 
of the new unit.   

the first in the world unit of 
combined methanol and am-
monia production.  

There was signed the agree-
ment on license and BEP of this 
complex. The total investments 
will be equal to around 270 mln. 
EUR.  

Business was not the only 
topic to discuss during the 
meeting of the head of the 
company ShchekinoAzot Boris 
Sokol and Henrik Topsoe. En-
terprises ShchekinoAzot and 
Haldor Topsoe will unite their 
attention and pay it to social 
schemes. Haldor Topsoe always 
was a great charity provider, he 
supported children in need, 
young scientists and gifted peo-
ple. For last few years 
ShchekinoAzot has provided  

with 66 mln RUR to support 
health care, education, culture 
and sport.  
-We both have common val-
ues, claimed Henrik Topsoe to 
Boris Sokol. – My father al-
ways said that business has no 
sense if it doesn’t improve so-
cial life. I admire with your 
deeds in social life.  

-I am sure we can do much 
more together, - replied the 
president of ShchekinoAzot. – 
there are several important 
projects on children support, 
which I suggest to foster ef-
forts of three families the 
Topsoes, the Sokols and the 
Tolstoys, to.  

It is true that the Tolstoys 
family is one more partici-
pant of this charity alliance. 

Ekaterina Tolstaya took part in 
the meeting, she is the manag-
er of the Museum-Estate 
Yasnaya Polyana. It’s quite 
symbolic that on 6 November 
the trees were planted right in 
the Leo Tolstoy      estate in 
honor of Haldor Topsoe who 
was a pundit of Russian culture 
and literature. Thuya trans-
plants will replace their prede-
cessors planted even in 1871 
and help to save a historic im-
age of the preserve. The me-
morial plate will take its place 
in the archives of Yasnaya Pol-
yana. This plate was given to 
the museum in memory of a 
great scientists, businessman 
and charity provider.  




